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Carl Middlehurst 
General Counsel and Company 
Secretary 
Director, Human Resources

Formerly at Sun Microsystems in Australia 
and in Silicon Valley, Carl has held both 
legal and business roles. Prior to joining 
Sun, he was at a US-based start-up 
pharmaceutical company, a biomedical 
research institute in southern California, 
and a major international law firm in the US 
and Australia. Carl has spoken at numerous 
conferences on the subjects of the Internet, 
ecommerce and privacy law and was an 
Adjunct Professor at Santa Clara University 
Law School where he taught Internet and 
privacy law. 

Prior to becoming a lawyer Carl was a 
research biochemist and was published  
in a number of academic journals. 

Dr Chris Nicol 
Chief Technology Officer,  
Embedded Systems

Chris received his PhD from the University  
of New South Wales in 1995. He joined 
AT&T Bell Laboratories Research in the 
United States, returning to Australia in  
1998 to create a Bell Labs R&D centre 
for Lucent Technologies. In 2003 he 
transferred the team to Agere Systems, 
designing 3G mobile wireless integrated 
circuits. In 2006 he joined NICTA as Chief 
Technology Officer. 

Chris has served on committees of IEEE 
ISSCC, ISLPED and as editor of IEEE 
JSAC. He addressed PMSEIC in 2000, 
was a Board Member of the ARC, and 
until 2008 was a member of Innovation 
Australia’s IT&T Committee overseeing 
Commercial Ready. 

He is inventor of 19 US patents, is an ATSE 
Fellow and won the 2008 NSW Scientist of 
the Year award for Computer Science.

Dr Terry Percival 
Managing Laboratory Director 
Research Laboratory Director,  
Neville Roach Laboratory
Terry spent the first ten years of his career 
building microwave receiving systems 
for radio-telescopes including the VLA 
(Very Large Array) in New Mexico and the 
Australia Telescope. He joined OTC in 
1987 and spent four years developing new 
systems for thin-route satellite links. Terry 
then joined CSIRO and led the R&D and 

patenting of technologies for high-speed 
wireless LANs. This patent forms the basis 
of the IEEE 802.11a & g systems and is 
currently being enforced against all major 
suppliers of such equipment. 

In 2001 he created the Centre for 
Networking Technologies for the 
Information Economy (CeNTIE), which 
created breakthroughs in advanced 
networking for tele-health and the film post-
production industry.

He joined NICTA in 2004 as Laboratory 
Director, from 2006 to 2008 he was 
Managing Laboratory Director.

Dr Phil Robertson  
Chief Operating Officer

Phil has more than 25 years experience 
in technology research, development and 
commercialisation in both the private and 
public sectors. Before joining NICTA, he 
was Director of Canon’s Australian R&D 
subsidiary, CiSRA, and prior to that held 
research and management positions at 
CSIRO. Phil is a member of CSIRO’s ICS 
Sector Advisory Council and the Tasmanian 
ICT Centre Research Investment Advisory 
Committee, and has contributed to a range 
of university, government and industry 
advisory boards. He has published widely 
in imaging and visualisation and served 
on the editorial boards of international 
research journals and conferences. 

He holds a PhD from the Australian 
National University and is a fellow of the 
Australian Academy of Technological 
Sciences and Engineering (ATSE).

Dr Chris Scott  
Research Laboratory Director,  
Queensland Research Laboratory
Chris received an Electrical Engineering 
degree from the University of Queensland 
and a PhD from the City University in 
London. He spent several years with 
CSIRO, developing laser radar systems 
(LIDAR) for atmospheric monitoring. In 
the mid-80s he joined BHP where he 
held a number of research and senior 
management positions in areas including 
technology development for process 
control and minerals and petroleum 
exploration. 

In the late 90s he was appointed General 
Manager, Technology Commercialisation, 
at ANUTECH with the Australian National 
University, and in 2000 General Manager 

of the Australian Photonics CRC where 
he commercialised technologies for 
telecommunications, industrial sensing  
and defence. 

In January 2005 he joined NICTA as 
Director of the Queensland Laboratory 
focusing on technologies in the domain  
of safety and national security.

Professor Aruna Seneviratne  
Director of Education 
Research Laboratory Director,  
Australian Technology Park Laboratory
Aruna has more than 15 years 
telecommunication and computer 
systems engineering experience and his 
research interests include mobile data 
communication systems. He has had 
rich international experience, having held 
academic and industrial appointments both 
in Australia and overseas.

In addition to his roles at NICTA, 
Aruna also holds the Mahanakorn 
Chair of Telecommunication at the 
School of Electrical Engineering and 
Telecommunications at the University  
of New South Wales. 

Professor Bob Williamson 
Scientific Director

Bob holds a Bachelor of Electrical 
Engineering from the Queensland University 
of Technology (1984) and a Masters of 
Engineering Science from the University 
of Queensland (1986). He holds a PhD in 
Electrical Engineering from the University  
of Queensland (1990).

Bob joined the Australian National 
University in 1990 and serves as Director  
of ICT within the College of Engineering and 
Computer Sciences, as well as Professor 
and Head of the Engineering Artificial 
Intelligence group. From 2003 to 2006,  
he was Director of NICTA’s Canberra 
Research Laboratory, and was 
subsequently appointed as NICTA’s 
Scientific Director.

Bob is an advisory Board member of the 
Australian Communications Research 
Network, National Institute of Informatics 
(Japan) and the Max Planck Institute for 
Biological Cybernetics.

His research is focussed on machine 
learning with a focus on how to make 
machine learning composable and usable 
especially in the context of the web of data.
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NICTA’s primary aim is to establish, 
manage and operate a world-class 
research and research-training 
institute in ICT with the objective of 
generating national benefit.   

NICTA is funded by the Australian 
Government as represented by 
the Department of Broadband, 
Communications and the Digital Economy 
and the Australian Research Council and 
its members and partners. 

Members
NICTA is a company limited by guarantee. 
It is governed by a Board of Directors, 
chaired by Mr Neville Stevens AO. NICTA 
Chief Executive Officer Dr David Skellern 
was appointed in early 2005. 

NICTA’s Members are: 

•	 The Australian National University (ANU) 

•	 The University of New South Wales 
(UNSW) 

•	 The NSW Government 

•	 The ACT Government.

NICTA’s Partners are: 

•	 University of Sydney 

•	 Victorian Government 

•	 University of Melbourne 

•	 Queensland Government 

•	 Griffith University 

•	 Queensland University of Technology 

•	 University of Queensland.

NICTA has five laboratories located 
in Sydney, Canberra, Melbourne and 
Brisbane. In Sydney, NICTA’s Corporate 
Head offices and one research laboratory 
are located at new premises at the 
Australian Technology Park (ATP) in 
Eveleigh. The Neville Roach Laboratory 
is located at the University of New South 

Wales campus. The Canberra Laboratory 
is located in new premises on London 
Circuit, and the Melbourne laboratory 
is based at the University of Melbourne 
campus. The Queensland Laboratory 
moved to the University of Queensland 
campus in 2008. 

Advisory Committees 

International Advisory Groups 

The purpose of these advisory groups 
is for leading international figures to 
constructively scrutinise NICTA’s strategic 
research and commercial initiatives on an 
annual basis and provide advice to the 
NICTA Board. 

International Business Advisory 
Group 2008

Mr Duane Zitzner, HP, Executive Vice 
President (Retired)

Mr Narayana Murthy, Infosys, Chief 
Mentor Officer and co-founder of Infosys

Mr Bob Bishop, Silicon Graphics, Vice 
Chairman and former CEO

Ms Heather Killen, Hemisphere Capital, 
Founder and Managing Partner

International Science Advisory  
Group 2008 

Dr Jean Vuillemin, Ecole Normale 
Superieure & former Scientific  
Director, INRIA

Professor Dieter Rombach, Fraunhofer 
Institute for Experimental Software 
Engineering, Executive Director; and 
Director of ICT Cluster

Professor Jeffrey Ullman, Stanford, 
Professor Emeritus of Computer Science

Professor Rodney Brooks, MIT, Director, 
Computer Science and Artificial 
Intelligence Laboratory

Dr Stuart Feldman, Google Labs East 
Coast, Vice President Engineering

Sir John Taylor FRS, FREng, Chair,  
Roke Institute

Research Strategy Advisory 
Council (RSAC) 
The Research Strategy Advisory Council 
(RSAC) provides advice to NICTA on the 
national research and innovation context. 

NICTA’s goal is to add to Australia’s 
innovation capability. The purpose of this 
advice is to help achieve that goal by 
informing decisions about the strategic 
direction of NICTA’s research. In particular, 
it will assist NICTA to identify opportunities 
to achieve greater national benefit 
through alignment of research directions, 
collaboration or avoidance of duplication 
with other research institutions. 

The RSAC membership comprise NICTA 
Lab Directors and senior executives, in 
addition to the following external member 
organisations: 

•	 Australian National University

•	 University of New South Wales

•	 University of Melbourne

•	 Griffith University

•	 Queensland University of Technology

•	 University of Queensland

•	 University of Sydney

•	 DSTO

•	 CSIRO.

Corporate Governance
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Board Committees 

The Committees of the Board play  
an important part in guiding NICTA  
on specific issues. The Committees  
are able to consider all important  
issues and make informed 
recommendations to the full Board,  
which makes the final decisions. 

The following show membership and  
a brief overview of the responsibilities  
of each Committee: 

Governance and Remuneration 

•	 Michael Sargent (Chair), Neville 
Stevens, David Skellern, Paul Greenfield 

The primary focus of the committee is on:

•	 Company governance structures 

•	 Remuneration of senior management 

•	 Performance of the company in 
meeting its objectives 

•	 Recommending required skill sets  
of Directors to the Electoral College 

•	 Promoting a culture of integrity and 
compliance.

This committee is specified in NICTA’s 
Constitution. 

Audit and Finance 

•	 Jennifer Clark (Chair), Neville Stevens, 
Loftus Harris, David Karpin, David 
Lawler (external) 

The primary focus of the committee is on:

•	 Financial management 

•	 Financial reporting 

•	 Risk management 

•	 Control framework

•	 External audit 

•	 Internal audit. 

This committee is specified in NICTA’s 
Constitution. 

Evaluation 

•	 Bob Frater (Chair), David Skellern, 
Michael Brooks, Beryl Hesketh 
(external), John O’Sullivan (external) 

The primary focus of the committee is on: 

•	 The company’s performance against 
international benchmarks

•	 Defining the directions and activities  
of the company 

•	 The considering of reports evaluating 
research projects. 

This committee is specified in NICTA’s 
Constitution. 

Commercialisation 

•	 Chris Beare (Chair), Graham 
Hellestrand, Brand Hoff, David Karpin.

The primary focus of the committee is on:

•	 Review of the commercialisation 
strategy, targets and performance 
outcomes 

•	 Development of a set of policies and 
procedures covering commercialisation 
and all investments and joint ventures 
by NICTA 

•	 Review of commercialisation budgets 
and operations. 

Corporate Governance

Prof. Rodney 
Brooks, ISAG 
Member
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ATP Research Laboratory 
and Executive Offices
Level 5, 13 Garden Street
Australian Technology Park
Eveleigh NSW 2015

Locked Bag 9013
Alexandria NSW 1435

Tel: +61 2 9376 2000
Fax: + 61 2 9376 2300

CRL - Canberra 
Research Laboratory 
Tower A, 7 London Circuit
Canberra City ACT 2601

Tel: +61 2 6267 6200

VRL - Victoria 
Research Laboratory 
Lvl 2 / Bldg 193 (Dept. 
of Electrical and 
Electronic Engineering)
The University of Melbourne 
VIC 3010

Tel: +61 3 8344 4489

NRL - Neville Roach 
Laboratory 
Level 4, 223 Anzac Parade
Kensington NSW 2052

Tel: +61 2 8306 0400

University of Sydney Facility (USyd) 
School of IT Building, J12
1 Cleveland Street
University of Sydney NSW 2006

Tel: +61 2 8374 5509

QRL - Queensland 
Research Laboratory 
Level 5, Axon Building (47)
Staff House Road
St Lucia QLD 4072

Tel: +61 7 3300 8400

AF - Adelaide Facility 
Innovation House
First Avenue
Mawson Lakes SA 5095
Tel: +61 8 8302 3928




