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NICTA helps High School Students Invent the Future 
 
12 years ago in 1995 hardly anyone had heard of the Internet. 12 years from now – in 2020 - 
what will have replaced the Internet, and what is the future going to look like?  
 
A group of around 20 senior high-school students from Yrs 10 & 11 will be pondering this 
question at a special workshop run by NICTA, Australia’s Information and Communications 
Technology (ICT) Research Centre of Excellence this week.  Students from local schools 
around Randwick, Kensington, Mascot and Maroubra near the NICTA Research Laboratory at 
Kensington were invited to participate. 
 
NICTA has been running a series of ‘2020 Vision’ foresighting workshops over the last few 
months. These have involved CEOs, CIOs, opinion leaders and industry analysts as well as 
NICTA research scientists and PhD students, who shared their thoughts to create futuristic 
scenarios for ICT in Australia. 
 
According to Dr Terry Percival, NICTA Managing Laboratory Director, it is clear that today’s 
teenagers are the “creatives” for tomorrow’s technology.  
 
“We would like to get input from the younger generation whose imagination is unbounded by 
knowledge of what is currently possible, and who will be the users of the new technology we 
are developing at NICTA,” Dr Percival said.  
 
“Adolescents are critical early adopters of new technology – their use of texting, mobile 
telephony and social networks such as MySpace and Facebook is driving the evolution of 
ICT.” 
 
“In 2020, these students will be young adults. They will be working and running businesses, 
starting families or undertaking further education. As the digital generation grows up they will 
have higher expectations of technology.”  
 
“What do they think about how they will live, work, play, commute and travel? Will anyone still 
be using desktop computers? They will be filming, editing, downloading videos and creating 
music, researching and filing documents remotely and talking to each other off a single 
wireless device like today’s mobile phone, but what else?”  
 
“What does it mean for future living spaces and workplaces, and how we communicate? 
Given the rate of change over the last 12 years, it’s likely that technology will continue to 
rapidly change.” 
 
NICTA will use the visions from the workshop to guide its future ICT research. 
 
The workshop will be held at the NICTA Kensington Laboratory, Level 1, 223 Anzac 
Pde, Kensington on Thursday, November 1 from 9.30 am - 12.30 pm. 
 
To arrange photography, interview, or for more details about the workshop, please 
contact Liz Jakubowski liz.jakubowski@nicta.com.au t. 02 8306 0677 m. 0400 110 057. 
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About NICTA 
 
National ICT Australia (NICTA) is a national research institute with a charter to build Australia’s pre-eminent Centre of 
Excellence for information and communications technology (ICT). NICTA is building capabilities in ICT research, 
research training and commercialisation in the ICT sector for the generation of national benefit.  
 
National ICT Australia is funded by the Australian Government as represented by the Department of 
Communications, Information Technology and the Arts and the Australian Research Council through Backing 
Australia’s Ability and the ICT Centre of Excellence program  
 
NICTA was established and is supported by its members: The Australian Capital Territory Government; The 
Australian National University; NSW Department of State and Regional Development; and The University of New 
South Wales. NICTA is also supported by its partners: the University of Sydney; University of Melbourne; the 
Victorian Government; the Queensland Government; Griffith University; Queensland University of Technology; and 
The University of Queensland.  
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