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NICTA'’s Dr Chris Nicol wins ATSE Clunies Ross Award

NICTA, Australia’s Information and Communications Technology (ICT) Research Centre of Excellence,
congratulates Dr Chris Nicol, Chief Technology Officer (CTO) Embedded Systems, who last night won a
prestigious ATSE Clunies Ross Award.

The ATSE Clunies Ross Awards recognise Australia’s pre-eminent scientists and technologists who have
bridged the gap between research and the marketplace. They are awarded to people who have persisted
with their ideas, often against the odds, to the point that their innovations are making a real difference to
the economic, social or environmental benefit of Australia. (ATSE is The Australian Academy of
Technological Sciences and Engineering).

“It is a great honour to receive this award,” said Dr Nicol. “I hope that it serves to highlight the important
contribution that use-inspired technological innovation makes to Australia’s digital economy and perhaps
inspire more young people to consider careers in the field of Information and Communications
Technology.”

Dr Nicol won his award for his work on mobile phone technology that affects daily communication on a
global scale. “Chris has pursued his vision of building a world-leading integrated circuit research group
and a state-of-the-art chip design team in Australia. His work with smart technology applied to products
like cars and airplanes — technology inside products — offers tremendous promise,” said the Chairman of
the ATSE Clunies Ross Foundation, Mr Bruce Kean AM FTSE.

“NICTA heartily congratulates Chris on winning this prestigious award. It is well-deserved and a tribute to
his vision, determination and enthusiasm for innovation in ICT,” said NICTA Chief Executive Officer Dr
David Skellern.

Dr Nicol developed low-power broadband integrated circuit design techniques that have been widely
adopted in mobile phones and other systems. In his role as CTO Embedded Systems at NICTA, Dr Nicol
has played a pivotal role in establishing Embedded Systems Australia, an industry cluster whose
members are collaborating to strengthen embedded systems and related industries in Australia.

Last year, Dr Nicol won the inaugural NSW Scientist of the Year Award for Computer Science. In 2003,
he transitioned his Bell Labs team to Agere Systems Australia, attracting millions of dollars of investment
to Australia. In 2005, Engineers Australia named Dr Nicol Entrepreneur of the Year and in 2007 they
added him to their list of Australia’s 100 Most Influential Engineers.



About NICTA

National ICT Australia Ltd (NICTA), Australia’s Information and Communications Technology (ICT) Research Centre of Excellence,
is developing technologies which will meet the current and future needs of the community in fields which will lead to large economic,
social and environmental benefits for Australia. NICTA has five laboratories around the country. Since NICTA was founded in 2002,
it has created four new companies, developed a substantial technology portfolio of patent applications and continues to supply new
talent to the ICT industry through the NICTA-enhanced PhD program.

NICTA is funded by the Australian Government as represented by the Department of Broadband, Communications and the Digital
Economy and the Australian Research Council through the ICT Centre of Excellence program. It was established and is supported
by its members: The Australian Capital Territory Government; The Australian National University; NSW Department of State and
Regional Development; and The University of New South Wales. NICTA'’s partners include: the University of Sydney; University of
Melbourne; the Victorian Government; the Queensland Government; Griffith University; Queensland University of Technology; and
The University of Queensland.
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