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Eureka! NICTA’s Peter Stuckey wins Google Australia Eureka Prize for
Innovation in Computer Science.

NICTA congratulates Peter Stuckey, winner of the inaugural Google Australia Eureka Prize for
Innovation in Computer Science. Professor Stuckey, a Project Leader at NICTA'’s Victoria
Research Laboratory and Professor of Computer Science at the University of Melbourne, won the
prize for his new approach to a mathematical process called combinatorial optimisation. This is
the process used to identify the optimal combination of variables to support complex tasks like
airline crew scheduling, water usage allocation and hospital staff rostering.

Professor Stuckey has come up with a ‘lazy’ problem solver, or clause generator, that improves
the speed of this process by orders of magnitude. The core of the solver is an algorithm that can
be built onto a software platform to address hard, important challenges faced by many
businesses.

Professor Stuckey accepted his prize at a sparkling Eureka Awards ceremony in Sydney last
night. “I am genuinely surprised and delighted with this award,” he said. “It's especially important
as it recognises use-inspired research — the fundamental idea that will go on to make a real
difference to the way we solve difficult problems in our society.”

"Professor Stuckey's work addresses the extremely important challenges facing decision-makers
in all areas, whether it's timetabling transportation networks, inventory management, healthcare,
production scheduling or electronic circuit design," said Frank Howarth, Director of the Australian
Museum.

Dr David Skellern, NICTA CEO, said: “Peter’s achievement is inspiring and well deserved. His
lazy clause generator is truly novel and world-class. Peter’s success in winning the first Eureka
Prize for Innovation in Computer Science is very exciting for all of us at NICTA.”

A complete list of Eureka Prize winners can be found at http://eureka.australianmuseum.net.au.

About NICTA

National ICT Australia Ltd (NICTA), Australia’s Information and Communications Technology (ICT) Research Centre of
Excellence, is developing technologies which will meet the current and future needs of the community in fields which will
lead to large economic, social and environmental benefits for Australia. NICTA has five laboratories around the country.
Since NICTA was founded in 2002, it has created four new companies, developed a substantial technology portfolio of
patent applications and continues to supply new talent to the ICT industry through the NICTA-enhanced PhD program.

NICTA is funded by the Australian Government as represented by the Department of Broadband, Communications and
the Digital Economy and the Australian Research Council through the ICT Centre of Excellence program. In addition to
federal funding NICTA is also funded and supported by the Australian Capital Territory, New South Wales, Queensland
and Victorian Governments, The Australian National University, Griffith University, University of Melbourne, University of
New South Wales, University of Queensland, Queensland University of Technology and The University of Sydney.
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